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TWO FOUNDATIONS UNITE TO DEFEAT DIPG
In early 2021, The ChadTough Foundation® and Michael Mosier Defeat DIPG® Foundation united to become the ChadTough
Defeat DIPG Foundation™. For the last five years, both foundations worked, separately and as partners, to fund pediatric
brain cancer research with a focus on DIPG, collectively committing over $12 million to research. The new union streamlines
operations through a single nonprofit to fund more projects at a higher level and expedite progress towards finding a cure.
The ChadTough Defeat DIPG Scientific Advisory Council, comprised of leading experts on pediatric brain cancer, will continue
to guide funding decisions to ensure grants support the most promising research.
ChadTough Defeat DIPG’s co-founders, Jason and Tammi Carr of Michigan and Mark and Jenny Mosier of Maryland,
remain actively involved in the new foundation’s governance and operations. The Carrs and Mosiers are joined by a growing,
nationwide team of Family Partners who have experienced the devastation of pediatric brain cancer. ChadTough Defeat DIPG
Foundation knows that we are Tougher Together.

“Joining efforts with Jenny and Mark,
in honor of our boys, is an opportunity to
amplify everything we’ve been doing to
help find a cure for DIPG. We complement
each other in all the best ways, positioning
our combined foundation to make an even
bigger impact. We are more convinced
than ever that a cure WILL be found, and
we will play a major role in finding it.”
- Tammi Carr

“Our goal has always been to fund as much
research as possible to find a cure for the
disease that took Michael from us, and so
many other children from their families.
We are excited to officially become a
unified organization with our friends,
Jason and Tammi, knowing this union
will take our efforts to the next level and
be a game-changer in the field of DIPG
research.” - Jenny Mosier
Mark & Jenny Mosier,
Tammi & Jason Carr

WITH THE CHADTOUGH FOUNDATION &
MICHAEL MOSIER DEFEAT DIPG FOUNDATION
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MISSION
The mission of the ChadTough
Defeat DIPG Foundation is to
inspire and fund game-changing
research to discover effective
treatments for pediatric brain
cancer, with an emphasis on
diffuse intrinsic pontine glioma
(DIPG).
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MESSAGE FROM CEO ANN FRIEDHOLM

It was September 24, 2014, when I first heard of DIPG. My
friends’ son, Chad, had been diagnosed the night before. I
stared at the text that said, “It’s not good. They are saying he
only has 9 months.” I remember thinking, “That can’t be right.
There has to be a way to treat it.” I was shocked to learn these
kids were essentially getting a death sentence upon diagnosis.
My mother-heart broke for their family as I reflected on the idea
of losing one of my own children. I felt compelled to help, but
wasn’t sure what I could actually do.

As the idea of starting a foundation began to take shape for the Carrs, my way to help
became clear. With an MBA, and almost two decades of business experience with Procter
& Gamble and Nestle, I was well positioned to help the Carrs successfully launch and to
eventually lead The ChadTough Foundation. During this time, I had the pleasure of working
with Jenny and Mark Mosier as our two foundations began to fund research together.
I am now honored to lead our new ChadTough Defeat DIPG Foundation as we elevate our
work to the next level to expedite progress towards finding a cure. We have been heartened
to hear researchers express optimism that we are on the cusp of new breakthroughs. With
the Carrs, Mosiers, a growing group of Family Partners, and our dedicated staff, we are
ready to transform the world of DIPG research. But we can’t do it alone.
We at ChadTough Defeat DIPG Foundation are thinking bigger and bolder about ways to
further our mission, and we invite you -- we challenge you -- to do the same. Keep the
incredible children who are fighting, or have fought, pediatric brain cancer in your hearts
and minds, and think about the ways you can join the fight with us. Whether it is through
volunteering, spreading the word about our foundation, participating in events, donating,
or some other activity, your contributions are valued immensely.
Thank you for sticking with us as we embark on this new and exciting chapter. We are
Tougher Together, and we are ready to Defeat DIPG.
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BOARD UPDATE
WELCOME ED MAGNUS

Ed attended the University of Michigan where he studied business at the
Ross School, before earning his MBA from Harvard. He was a manager
for the Michigan football team, working directly for Coach Lloyd Carr. He
has spent the last 22 years working in finance and is the co-founder of
BlueSpruce Investments, which now manages over $5 billion of capital.
“It is hard to imagine a more worthy cause than
defeating DIPG and pediatric brain cancer.
I am grateful to the Carr family for giving me
the opportunity to join them and the wonderful
ChadTough Defeat DIPG Foundation in the race
to find a cure.” - Ed Magnus
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WHY WE FIGHT
KAMBRIA’S STORY

In early December 2020, while most little girls were writing their holiday wish lists, 9-yearold Kambria Grenfell of Neenah, WI, started experiencing severe dizziness. Her pediatrician
attributed her symptoms to a slight ear infection and treated her with antibiotics.
By the end of the month, her symptoms had worsened. On Christmas Eve, a family friend and
ENT doctor named Leah Curran noticed some abnormal eye movement as well as a slight
stagger in Kam’s walk. She recommended that Kam get further testing right away.

Kambria Grenfell, Age 9

Two days after Christmas, Rachel and Jerry Grenfell took their daughter in for an MRI. After waiting for what seemed like ages,
the family was called into a private office where Dr. Curran was on the phone. She delivered the horrifying news that Kam
had a mass on her brain, which they learned was DIPG. Doctors told the Grenfells that, even with radiation, Kam would live
only a few months to a year.

“We both died inside,” said Rachel. “How can the most amazing person we know be
slipping away right in front of our eyes? We cried for three straight days but wouldn’t let
Kam see our tears. We knew we needed to be strong for her.”
“I’m not sure how this journey will end,” said Rachel. “But our family is humbled by the amount of support and love we have
been shown. We are praying and just keep believing that we are going to witness a miracle for our little girl.”

“We know more about the biology of DIPG than ever before,
and soon that new knowledge may lead to effective therapies.”
- Dr. Michelle Monje, Stanford University

FEBRUARY 2020
CONGRESSIONAL EVENT
The ChadTough Foundation and Michael Mosier
Defeat DIPG Foundation sponsored and helped
organize a DIPG-focused Congressional Briefing
and Summit on February 13, 2020.
Families, researchers, government regulators, and advocates gathered in Washington, DC for a multi-part
event, organized by the DIPG Advocacy Group. Doctors and advocates briefed Congressional offices about
DIPG and advocated for passage of a resolution establishing May 17 as DIPG Awareness Day and encouraging
greater consideration for pediatric and high mortality-rate cancers in the public and private research
grants. Following the briefing, attendees participated in a State of DIPG Summit on hot topics in the DIPG
community.
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GRATEFUL FOR YOUR 2

Your Support Is Moving the Needle Tow
It’s been more than five years since we lost Chad to DIPG. While our grief never
lessens, our appreciation for what you have helped us accomplish in our son’s
honor continues to grow.
®

While 2020 proved to be an incredibly challenging year for the entire world, your
support enabled us to commit an additional $1.5 million in research grants. From
events such as Dancing with the ChadTough Stars, to reinvented virtual events like
ChadTough Live, our online auction, and RunTough, you proved that we truly are
Tougher Together. Thank You!

CHAD CARR PEDIATRIC BRAIN TUMOR CENTER
Since the launch of the Chad Carr Pediatric Brain Tumor
Center at Michigan Medicine, researchers have made many
exciting discoveries in understanding DIPG tumors. In 2020,
The ChadTough Foundation was eager to help advance the
efficiency of their work by funding a mass spectroscopy
instrument. This device facilitates a faster and more effective
pace of DIPG research.

The Carr Family

PROMISING NEW BRAIN CANCER DRUG
Collectively, Michael Mosier Defeat DIPG Foundation and The ChadTough Foundation have made grants of $316,666 to
support an Expanded Access Program for a promising drug called ONC201. The goal for this funding is to increase availability
of ONC201 for DIPG patients, allowing them access to the drug when they are unable to enroll in a clinical trial.

CUREMAKER PARTNERS
Thank you to Alro Steel, Bose, The Jones Family Foundation, Latcha+Associates, The M Den, The Sanger Family Foundation,
and The Weiser Family for being a CureMaker Partners. We are so thankful for your dedication!
The Sanger Family
Foundation

2019 CHADTOUGH AUDITED FINANCIALS
TOTAL REVENUE		$2,947,287
TOTAL EXPENSES

$1,803,007

PROGRAM
Program			$1,480,518			
82%
Fundraising			$218,386		
Management & General
$104,103		
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The Weiser
Family

FUNDRAISING
12%
MANAGEMENT
& GENERAL
6%

2020 COMMITMENT

wards a Cure Faster Than Ever Before
After the devastating loss of our son Michael in May 2015, we established Michael Mosier
Defeat DIPG Foundation to continue his fight by funding research for a cure for DIPG. For
more than 5 years, we have worked tirelessly on this mission in Michael’s honor, with all of
you standing by our side and lifting us up every step of the way.
Overall, Michael Mosier Defeat DIPG Foundation raised over $8.5 million, with our chapters
and partner families, and helped significantly increase overall funding for innovative DIPG
research. Even in the difficult year of 2020, you still showed up and helped us raise more
than $1.5 million to help fight for a cure.
We thank our Defeat DIPG chapters for their important contributions toward our research
funding efforts. We are excited that our chapters in honor of Connor Olympia and Vivian
Rose Weaver have joined with us as part of the ChadTough Defeat DIPG Family Partner
Program. Our chapters in honor of Anthony Pappalas, Avery Huffman, and Levi Harden will
each be pursuing their own non-profits, and we look forward to cheering on their success.

The Mosier Family

Anthony Pappalas | Avery Huffman | Connor Olympia | Levi Harden | Vivian Rose Weaver

THANK YOU SELECT EQUITY
Select Equity Group Foundation (SEGF) awarded two grants to Michael Mosier Defeat DIPG Foundation in 2020 for $71,370 and
$10,000, bringing the total support to over $300,000 in the past four years. We thank SEGF for its continued commitment to our
mission, and Associate General Counsel Tracy Thomas for championing the Foundation to make these grants possible.

SUPERHERO 6K GOES VIRTUAL TO DEFEAT DIPG
Thanks to supporters near and far, the 5th Annual Superhero 6K, presented by Headfirst Summer Camps, was a great success,
with 2,529 virtual runners, raising over $210,000. Though we were physically apart, we felt the unity of the community to
Defeat DIPG.

GIVING TUESDAY
Thank you for helping us raise over $250,000 through our #Give2DefeatDIPG initiative on Giving Tuesday!

2019 DEFEAT DIPG AUDITED FINANCIALS
TOTAL
REVENUE		
$1,995,421
		
TOTAL EXPENSES		 $1,403,568

FUNDRAISING
17%

PROGRAM
Program			$1,151,081			
82%
Fundraising			$235,130
Management & General
$17,357		
		

MANAGEMENT
& GENERAL
1%
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RESEARCHERS FUNDED BY CHADTOUGH DEFEAT DIPG
SAMEER AGNIHOTRI, University of Pittsburgh School of Medicine
JAMIE ANASTAS, Harvard University/Boston Children’s Hospital
DAVID ASHLEY, Duke University
PRATITI BANDOPADHAYAY, Dana-Farber Cancer Institute
TARA BARRON, Stanford University
OREN BECHER, Lurie Children’s Hospital
CHAN CHUNG, University of Michigan
MATTHEW DUN, Hunter Medical Research Institute at the
University of Newcastle
CATHERINE FLORES, University of Florida
STEPHANIE GALBAN, University of Michigan
MARC GARCIA MOURE, Clinica Universidad de Navarra (Spain)
NALIN GUPTA AND DANIEL LIM, University of California
San Francisco
DAPHNE HAAS-KOGAN AND BRENDAN PRICE, Dana-Farber
Cancer Institute
CYNTHIA HAWKINS, Hospital for Sick Children (Toronto)

WOLF-DIETRICH HEYER, University of California Davis
ALAN JIAO, Boston Children’s Hospital
STEPHEN MACK, Baylor College
NNEKA MBAH, University of Michigan
MICHELLE MONJE, Stanford University
HIDEHO OKADA, University of California San Francisco
ESHINI PANDITHARATNA,Dana-Farber Cancer Institute
ERIC RAABE, Johns Hopkins University
ZACH REITMAN, Duke University
CHEN SHEN, Northwestern University
MARK SOUWEIDANE, Weill Cornell Medical College
JAMES STAFFORD, University of Vermont
SUJATHA VENKATARAMAN, University of Colorado Denver
SRIRAM VENNETI, University of Michigan
NICHOLAS VITANZA, Fred Hutchinson Cancer Research Center
XU ZHANG, Columbia University

“Those of us doing research in the field of childhood brain cancer know that the Carrs and
Mosiers are 100% with us with every step. Coming together will move the needle even faster.”
- Dr. Carl Koschmann, Michigan Medicine

CHADTOUGH DEFEAT DIPG SCIENTIFIC ADVISORY COUNCIL
Comprised of leading experts on childhood brain cancer, the Council reviews grant applications and makes recommendations
to ensure the foundation uses its resources to fund the most promising DIPG research projects.

SUZANNE BAKER, PHD, CHAIR
St. Jude Children’s
Research Hospital

DUANE MITCHELL, MD, PHD
University of Florida
College of Medicine

DAVID ASHLEY, MBBS (HON),
FRACP, PHD
Duke University
School of Medicine

MICHELLE MONJE, MD, PHD
Stanford University

OREN J. BECHER, MD
Northwestern University’s
Feinberg
School of Medicine

CYNTHIA HAWKINS, MD, PHD
Hospital for Sick Children

JAVAD NAZARIAN, PHD
ROBERT WECHSLER-REYA, PHD
George Washington University,
Sanford Burnham Prebys
University Children’s
Medical Discovery Institute
Hospital Zurich

We are proud to support the Diffuse Midline Glioma – Adaptive Clinical Trial
(DMG-ACT), a new collaboration through the Pacific Pediatric Neuro-Oncology
Consortium (PNOC) and the DIPG Centre of Expertise in Zurich. This innovative
project supports preclinical and clinical work across multiple institutions to
move combination therapies for DIPG into the clinic as quickly as possible.
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ARDEN
Kentucky

CONNOR
Texas

EMMA
Michigan

DARA
Maryland

LUKE
Maryland

OWEN
Illinois

BENJAMIN
Pennsylvania

GRANT
Minnesota

RAEGAN
Florida

HUNTER
Maine

SOPHIE
Michigan

CHIKA
Michigan

CAROLINE
Connecticut

JACK
Maryland

TOMMY
Michigan

COLT
Ohio

JULIAN
Michigan

VIVIAN
Washington

LUCY
North Carolina

VIVIENNE
Connecticut

We are so grateful for our Family Partners who join us in raising funds to cure pediatric brain
cancer, with an emphasis on DIPG, in honor of their children.

FIGHTING TOUGH IN A TIME OF COVID-19

BY AMANDA SHAKER, OWEN PETRZELKA’S MOM AND FAMILY PARTNER

Facing DIPG in any environment is an absolute battle in the truest sense of the word. To do
that alongside a global pandemic makes things unbelievably more complicated. My son was
diagnosed, battled, and died all during COVID-19.
Owen was diagnosed just weeks after Illinois shut down – April 17, 2020. While most doctors
were halting appointments, it was clear Owen needed an MRI. I had been warned it may
not be until August given the pandemic. I will never forget my exact words to the neurology
department when I finagled my way to getting their direct line. “I have a child who could walk
yesterday and cannot stand today. We’re coming in.”

Owen Petrzelka

Devastated by Owen’s diagnosis and dire prognosis, the question was always the same. How did we want to spend the limited
time we had left with Owen? His joy in this complicated terminal-diagnosis-in-a-pandemic world was our only focus.
Often only one parent was allowed to accompany Owen while getting his treatments. Adam and I would take turns meeting
with the medical team as they spoke candidly of our son’s rapid decline. And then we had to face losing him. While we were
able to have a small family-only service, it certainly was not the proper extravaganza Owen would want. So, when it’s safe to
do so, we will have a send-off fit for a ninja who fought with bold laughter, a quick wit, and a very kind heart.
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Look Inside to See
How Your Support Has
Made an IMPACT on
Pediatric Brain Cancer.

RACING TO CURE PEDIATRIC BRAIN CANCER

May 15-31
Superhero6K.com

The 6th annual ChadTough Defeat DIPG Superhero
Sprint & 6K, presented by Headfirst Summer Camps, is a fun,
family-friendly event created in honor of Michael Mosier, who
passed away from DIPG at age 6. This year’s event is entirely
VIRTUAL. Sign up to walk, run, or do the activity of your
choice, on your own, anytime between May 15 - May 31.
Registration is now open.
Visit chadtough.org/events for a full list of upcoming events

September 25
ChadTough.com/RunTough

RunTough is not only the foundation’s longest running
event, but also the start of The ChadTough Foundation.
When Carr family neighbors learned of Chad’s diagnosis
in 2014, they rallied together to create a race in his honor.
Since then, this cornerstone event has raised more than
$1 million with over 10,000 registrants from around the
world. Stay tuned for more information.

