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Friday, May 8, 2026

T H O M S O N  R E U T E R S

8:00 am	 Networking Breakfast and Registration

9:00 am	 Welcome 
	 Mark Mosier, ChadTough Defeat DIPG Foundation

9:15 am	 Conference Objectives 
	 Carl Koschmann, MD, University of Michigan 
	 Sriram Venneti, MD, PhD, University of Michigan

9:30 am 	 Plenary Session, Part One	  
	 Daniel Lim, MD, PhD, University of California, San Francisco	  
	 Javad Nazarian, PhD, MS, Children’s National Hospital

10:30 am	 Coffee Break

10:45 am 	 Plenary Session, Part Two 
	 Maryam Fouladi, MD, Nationwide Children’s Hospital 
	 Robert Wechsler-Reya, PhD, Columbia University 
	 Marta Alonso, PhD, Cima University of Navarra

12:00 pm	 Networking Lunch 

1:30 pm 	 DIPG/DMG Publishing and Research Resources 
	 Saheli Sadanand, PhD, Nature Medicine Journal 
	 Tim Finkel, DIPG Family Member/Research Advocate

2:15 pm	 Combinatorial Frontiers Breakout Sessions

	 Team One Leads: 
	 •	 Michelle Monje MD, PhD, Stanford University  
	 •	 Andrea Franson MD, MS, University of Michigan

	 Team Two Leads: 
	 •	 Mariella Filbin MD, PhD, Dana-Farber Cancer Institute 
	 •	 Sabine Mueller, MD, PhD, University of California, San Francisco

	 Team Three Leads: 
	 •	 Chris Jones, PhD, The Institute of Cancer Research  
	 •	 Cassie Kline, MD, MAS, Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia
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https://medicine.umich.edu/dept/cancer-biology/carl-koschmann-md
https://www.uofmhealth.org/profile/1497953004/sriram-venneti
https://profiles.ucsf.edu/daniel.lim
https://cancercenter.gwu.edu/profile/javad-nazarian
https://www.nationwidechildrens.org/find-a-doctor/profiles/maryam-fouladi
https://www.neurology.columbia.edu/profile/robert-wechsler-reya-phd
https://cima.cun.es/en/research/staff-research/marta-alonso
https://www.nature.com/nm/editors
https://med.stanford.edu/profiles/michelle-monje-deisseroth
https://medschool.umich.edu/profile/5771/andrea-franson
https://www.dana-farber.org/find-a-doctor/mariella-g-filbin
https://braintumorcenter.ucsf.edu/people/sabine-mueller
https://www.icr.ac.uk/research-and-discoveries/find-a-researcher/test-researcher-profile-detail/prof-chris-jones
https://www.chop.edu/doctors/kline-cassie
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2:15 pm	 Combinatorial Frontiers Breakout Sessions (continued)

	 Team Four Leads: 
	 •	 Suzanne Baker, PhD, St. Jude Children’s Hospital 
	 •	 Lindsay Kilburn, MD, Children’s National Hospital

3:15 pm	 Coffee Break 

3:30 pm	 Working Groups 
	 Continuation of breakout sessions

K E N S I N G T O N  H O T E L

7:00 pm	 Poster Session   
	 Sponsored by The Sontag Foundation | Brain Tumor Network  
	 Researchers and ChadTough Defeat DIPG Partners
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https://www.stjude.org/people/b/suzanne-baker.html
https://appointments.childrensnational.org/provider/lindsay-b-kilburn/2359797


ChadTough Defeat DIPG Research Workshop: Collaborating for a Cure  |  May 8-9, 2026 

Saturday, May 9, 2026

K E N S I N G T O N  H O T E L

7:45 am	 Networking Breakfast

8:30 am	 Welcome 
	 Ann Friedholm, ChadTough Defeat DIPG Foundation

8:45 am	 Keynote 
	 Nada Jabado, MD, Phd, McGill University 
	 “Hijacked Chromatin: The Oncohistone Blueprint of Diffuse Midline Glioma”

9:45 am	 Coffee Break

10:00 am	 Amy Barone, MD, Food and Drug Administration  
	 “Regulatory Considerations on Clinical Trial Design for Pediatric Brain Tumors”

10:30 am	 Kamal Menghrajani, MD, Massachusetts General Hospital  
	 “Health Policy to Improve Cancer Care: Past, Present, and Future”

11:00 am 	 Roundtable with Researchers and Family Foundations 
	 Highlights from Friday’s breakout sessions

11:30 am	 Boxed Lunches

C R I S L E R  C E N T E R

5:30–11:00 pm	 ChadTough Defeat DIPG Gala 
	 Shuttles from Kensington Hotel to the Gala depart at 5:15 pm and 5:45 pm 
	 Shuttles from the Gala to Kensington Hotel return at 10:30 pm and 11:15 pm

S
A

TU
R

D
A

Y

https://www.mcgill.ca/pathology/nada-jabado
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1X-7J87RRwBrhLyQcRuBlzkbNB3m-LuOAW9Uvq4f2rHE/edit?tab=t.0
https://www.massgeneral.org/doctors/24533/kamal-menghrajani

